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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST BY-LINER BY 
WILLIAM CLAIBORNE, MONDAY, JULY 17, HEADED "ISRAEL 
BARS INDEPENDENT PEACE MOVES." 


2. JERUSALEM-THE ISRAELI CABINET, IN A CLEAR SNUB OF 
DEFENSE MINISTER EZER WEIZMAN, PUT OFF YESTERDAY FOR A 
WEEK DISCUSSION OF NEW PEACE PROPOSALS EGYPTIAN PRESI- 
DENT ANWAR SADAT SUGGESTED TO WEIZMAN IN A MEETING IN 
AUSTRIA LAST WEEK. 


3. THE DECISION, COUPLED WITH SHARP CRITICISM OF 
WEIZMAN AND A CABINET DECREE BARRING SUCH INDEPENDENT 
DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIES IN THE FUTURE, SHOWED PRIME 
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MINISTER MENACHEM BEGIN'S GOVERNMENT TO BE IN SOME DIS- 
UNITY AS ISRAEL, EGYPT AND THE UNITED STATES PREPARE TO 
HOLD PEACE TALKS IN BRITAIN TOMORROW. 


4. THE CONTENTS OF SADAT'S LATEST PROPOSAL HAVE NOT 
BEEN RELEASED BY THE ISRAELI GOVERNMENT BUT THE 
EGYPTIAN LEADER, IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED YESTERDAY IN 
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THE JERUSALEM POST, INDICATED EGYPT HAS SOFTENED ITS 
POSITION AT LEAST IN TWO AREAS. 

5. THE INTERVIEWER, DAVID LANDAU, SAID SADAT HINTED THAT 
HE WAS WILLING TO ACCEPT THE PRESENCE OF ISRAELI FORCES 
IN A LIMITED STRATEGIC ROLE ON THE WEST BANK AFTER A 
PEACE AGREEMENT AND SUGGESTED THAT ISRAEL COULD CONTINUE 
TO HAVE SOME STANDING IN ADMINISTRATION OF THE WEST BANK. 

6. EGYPT'S OFFICIAL POSITION HAS CALLED FOR COMPLETE 
ISRAELI MILITARY WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND 
ARAB RULE OF THE WEST BANK WITH NO ISRAELI ROLE. 

7. THE ISRAELI CABINET'S ACTIONS REPORTEDLY WERE ACCOM- 
PANIED BY FIERCE INTERNAL BICKERING AMONG THE MINISTERS 
AND BY GROWING IRRITATION BY BEGIN OVER SADAT'S PREFER- 
ENCE FOR TALKING WITH ISRAELIS OTHER THAN HIMSELF OR 
FOREIGN MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN. 

8. THE CABINET SHUT THE DOOR ON FUTURE WEIZMAN TALKS 
WITH SADAT BY RULING THAT NEGOTIATING REPRESENTATIVES 
OF EGYPT AND ISRAEL SHOULD, IN THE FUTURE, BE "RECI- 
PROCAL" IN RANK. 

9. EVEN MORE EXPLICITLY, THE CABINET SNUBBED OPPOSITION 
LEADER SHIMON PERES’ NEGOTIATING EFFORTS. PERES TWICE 
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HAS MET WITH SADAT, MOST RECENTLY IN VIENNA THIS MONTH. 
YESTERDAY, BEGIN'S CABINET DECLARED THAT THE EXCLUSIVE 
AUTHORITY FOR CONDUCTING NEGOTIATIONS WITH EGYPT "OR 
WITH ANY STATE IN A STATE OF WAR WITH ISRAEL" RESTS 
WITH THE GOVERNMENT AND ITS AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES. 

10. GOVERNMENT SOURCES SAID WEIZMAN WAS SHARPLY CRITI- 
CIZED BY SEVERAL CABINET MEMB ERS .PARTICULARLY INDUSTRY 
AND COMMERCE MINISTER YIGAEL HURVITZ AND AGRICULTURAL 
MINISTER ARIEL SHARON. 

1 1 . THE DEFENSE MINISTER WAS SAID AFTERWARD TO HAVE 
CHARACTERIZED THEIR ATTITUDE AS SHOWING "JEALOUSY AND 
NARROW-MINDNESS," AND REPORTEDLY DISPLAYED HIS ANGER 
LATER AT A MEETING OF THE PARLIAMENT'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AND SECURITY COMMITTEE. 

12. FOLLOWING THE CABINET MEETING, BEGIN TOLD REPORTERS 
THAT WEIZMAN'S CONVERSATIONS WITH SADAT CAME UP BUT THAT 
THE MINISTERS DID NOT DEBATE THEM AT LENGTH BECAUSE OF A 
TIGHT SCHEDULE. THE CABINET, HOWEVER, DID DEBATE BRIEFLY 
THE FOREIGN MINISTERS' CONFERENCE IN BRITAIN WHICH WILL 
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BE ATTENDED BY DAYAN, EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER MOHAMMED 
IBRALIM KAMEL AND SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS VANCE. 

13. IN A SPEECH LAST NIGHT TO THE HERUT FACTION OF HIS 
LIKUD COALITION, BEGIN REFERRED TO CRITICISM OF HIS 
FOREIGN POLICY IN SAYING: "THE LEADERS OF EGYPT DO 
NOT CEASE DEFAMING ME. THIS TIME, UNLIKE MY HABIT, I 
SHALL TURN A DEAF EAR. 

14. "IN THE WORLD, A CAMPAIGN IS BEING WAGED FOR MY 
RESIGNATION. I AM BEING TERMED AN OBSTACLE TO PEACE. 

TO MY MIND, I AM INDEED AN OUSTACLE. AN OBSTACLE 
AGAINST CAPITULATION. TOGETHER WITH MY COLLEAGUES IN 
THE GOVERNMENT, THE KNESSET, THE FACTION AND THE MOVE- 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 180163 TOSEC 080134 
MENT," HE SAID. 

15. IN HIS ONLY REFERENCE TO WEIZMAN, BEGIN SAID HE HAD 
RECEIVED THE SADAT PROPOSALS AND ADDED: "WE SHALL DIS- 
CUSS THEM AT NEXT WEEK'S CABINET SESSION." 

16. WHILE WEIZMAN AND OTHER OFFICIALS ARE KNOWN TO 
CONSIDER SADAT'S SUGGESTIONS A SOFTENING OF THE EGYPT- 
IAN NEGOTIATING STANCE, SOURCES IN THE GOVERNMENT SAID 
THAT BEGIN BELIEVES THE EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT IS CLEVERLY 
MANIPULATING WORLD OPINION IN HIS OWN FAVOR AND IS POR- 
TRAYING ISRAEL AS INTRANSIGENT OVER ANY TERRITORIAL 
CONCESSIONS IN THE WEST BANK AND GAZA STRIP. 

17. IN HIS INTERVIEW WITH THE JERUSALEM POST, SADAT 
POINTEDLY SPOKE OF HIS "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP" WITH 
WEIZMAN AND SAID HE COULD "SPEAK THE SAME LANGUAGE" 

WITH BOTH WEIZMAN AND PERES. BUT HE REFERRED TO BEGIN 
AS "HARDLINE" AND SAID HE HAD NO COMMON LANGUAGE WITH 
HIM. 

18. AFTER AN INVITATION WAS EXTENDED BY EGYPTIAN WAR 
MINISTER MOHAMMED GAMASSY, SADAT REPORTEDLY ALSO 
REITERATED THAT ISRAEL MUST WITHDRAW FROM MOST OF THE 
WEST BANK BUT THAT SOME BORDER ADJUSTMENTS COULD BE 
MADE FOR SECURITY. 

19. IN EXPLAINING THE CABINET S DECISION TO REQUIRE 
RECIPROCAL MINISTERIAL STATURE OF EGYPTIAN AND ISRAELI 
NEGOTIATORS, CABINET SECRETARY ARYEH NAOR SAID: "IT 

IS INCONCEIVABLE THAT, FOR EXAMPLE, OUR FOREIGN MIN 
ISTER WOULD INVITE ... THE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS WITHOUT FIRST SPEAKING ABOUT THIS 
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WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTER." 

2U. ISRAEL CABINET SECRETARY ARYEH NAOR STRESSED THAT 
ANY CABINET MINISTER MUST HAVE THE GOVERNMENT'S PER 
MISSION TO TRAVEL TO ANOTHER COUNTRY, AN APPARENT 
REFERENCE TO A REPORTED SADAT INVITATION TO WEIZMAN 
TO CONTINUE THE PEACE DIALOGUE THEY HELD IN SALZBURG, 
AUSTRIA, IN ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT, AFTER THE FOREIGN MIN- 
ISTERS' CONFERENCE IN BRITAIN. 

2L. THE FOREIGN MINISTERS' CONFERENCE WAS TO HAVE BEEN 
HELD AT THE CHURCHILL HOTEL IN LONDON BUT FOR SECURITY 
REASONS IT REPORTEDLY HAS BEEN SWITCHED TO THE 1,000- 
YEAR-OLD LEEDS CASTLE, WHICH IS SITUATED IN A LAKE AND 
IS CONSIDERED SECURE FROM POSSIBLE TERRORIST ATTACK. 

THE CHURCHILL IS ONLY A FEW MINUTES WALK FROM THE SITES 
OF RECENT TERRORIST KILLINGS IN LONDON. 

22. NAOR CONFIRMED THAT THE CABINET DISCUSSED "IN A 
GENERAL WAY" REPORTS FROM CAIRO THAT ISRAELI LABOR 
PARTY LEADERS, INCLUDING PERES, WOULD MEET LATER THIS 
SUMMER WITH EGYPTIAN LEADERS AT AN UNDISCLOSED SITE 
IN EGYPT. 

23. SADAT, ACCORDING TO EGYPTIAN SOURCES, EXTENDED AN 
INVITATION TO PERES WHEN THE TWO MET IN VIENNA DURING 
A CONFERENCE OF THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL. OUT OF 
THAT MEETING CAME A PEACE PROGRAM DRAFTED BY AUSTRIAN 
CHANCELLOR BRUNO KREISKY AND WEST GERMAN SOCIALIST 
LEADER WILLY BRANDT. 

24. THE KREISKY-BRANDT PLAN CALLS FOR SECURE BORDERS 
ON THE WEST BANK AND GAZA IN ACCORDANCE WITH U.N. 
REOLUTION 242 AND THE RECOGNITION OF THE RIGHT OF 
PALESTINIAN ARABS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DETERMINATION OF 
THEIR OWN FUTURE. IN MANY RESPECTS, IT IS SIMILAR TO 
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THE "ASWAN FORMULA" APPROVED BY PRESIDENT CARTER JAN. 4. 

25. WHEN ASKED ABOUT PERES' REPORTED PLANS TO TAKE 
LABOR PARTY OFFICIALS TO EGYPT FOR PEACE TALKS, NAOR 
SAID: "THE SIGNIFICANCE IS THAT IF ANY INVITATION 
REACHES THE LABOR PARTY ... IT (THE PARTY) WILL HAVE TO 
APPLY TO THE GOVERNMENT AND REQUEST PERMISSION." 
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26. HE SAID THE CABINET FELT IT WAS NECESSARY TO ISSUE A 
STATEMENT ABOUT THE "LEVEL OF REPRESENTATION" OF NEGOTIA- 
TING FIGURES "BECAUSE IN THE LAST FEW DAYS REPORTS WERE 
PUBLISHED IN THE NAME OF THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT. WHICH 

WERE NOT DENIED, THAT HE IS NOT WILLING TO MAINTAIN A 
LINK OR HAVE ANY CONTACT WHATSOEVER WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER. THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT THE PEOPLE OF 
ISRAEL DID NOT GIVE TO THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT THE 
AUTHORITY TO DETERMINE WHO WILL REPRESENT THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL." CHRISTOPHER 
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